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Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board Meeting
Unapproved Minutes
January 27, 2026
Member Name: Attendees Present

Ursula Anderson			Shanna Beber
Connie Bellone			Judge Amanda Calogero
Storm Ehlers			Gina Eubanks
Jim Garvey			Bret Hanemann		.
Dr. Sarah Hinshaw		Brooke LaFleur
Amanda Moody			Susan East Nelson
Karen Powell			Kathleen Richey
ReShonn Saul			Dr. Ernise Singleton		
Libbie Sonnier 			Christian Vige’			
Kahree Wahid			

Staff:

Jolie Williamson, Children’s Cabinet Executive Director
Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet Executive Assistant

Welcome and Call to Order:

ReShonn Saul, Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board Chair, called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m. and all present were welcomed. 

Roll Call:

Michele M. Rabalais, Children’s Cabinet, Executive Assistant, called Roll.  

Chief Justice John L. Weimer addressed the Children’s Cabinet Advisory Board regarding the Solutions Summit on Truancy. He explained that a meeting with BESE led to the creation of the Summit. Chief Justice Weimer stated that the previous Summit was very successful and that a future Summit is currently in development.
Discussion followed.

Public Comments: 

Ursula Anderson, Executive Director of the Louisiana Children’s Trust Fund (LCTF), informed members that LCTF is accepting grant applications. She requested volunteers to review and score grant submissions.


Approval of Minutes: 

A quorum was not present; therefore, minutes could not be approved.

Rain Will Bring Flowers Presentation:  

Jordan Tabor, Founder, presented information regarding Rain Will Bring Flowers Foundation.
Rain Will Bring Flowers Foundation is a nonprofit organization founded in 2023 by Jordan and Lisa Tabor following the loss of their 15-year-old son, Owen Tabor, to suicide. The organization’s mission is to prevent youth suicide through awareness, education, and support.
Discussion followed.

2026 Solutions Summit Discussion and Vote: 

The 2026 Solutions Summit is currently in the planning stages. Judge David Matlock suggested that the Summit focus on success stories and measurable differences seen across the state as a result of the previous Summit.

Discussion followed.

A quorum was not present to conduct a vote.

Fatherhood Engagement Task Force Presentation: 

Marcus Thomas, LeVar Robinson, and Hamilton Simons-Jones presented information regarding the Fatherhood Engagement Task Force.
The Task Force was created in response to SCR 9 (2025). The guiding principles include:
· Reframing negative narratives of fathers to those of respect and dignity
· Relating to fathers as whole individuals
· Maintaining a family-centered approach
· Centering the lived experiences of Louisiana fathers
· Building partnerships and collaboration
· Addressing fathers’ needs across marital and parenting structures
· Beginning engagement early (pregnancy and birth)
· Making Louisiana father-friendly across systems including health, economics, education, and law
· 
Statewide listening sessions were conducted to gather data and information regarding parenting and challenges faced by fathers across Louisiana.

Recommendations Presented:
1. Establish a standing Commission on Fatherhood Engagement
2. Implement effective fatherhood programming across state agencies
3. Improve data collection and utilization regarding fatherhood engagement
4. Dedicate at least $2.5 million annually in new state funding for community-based fatherhood programs
5. Improve support for fathers during the perinatal period
6. Establish housing assistance and shelter priorities for fathers with minor children
7. Improve policies and practices to ensure fair and equal opportunities for fathers in custody, visitation, and family court proceedings.  Discussion followed.

Love Acadiana Presentation: 

Tara Baudoin, Executive Director, presented information on Love Acadiana.
Love Acadiana is a faith-based nonprofit organization that mobilizes volunteers to address needs within the Lafayette community.
Primary focus areas include:
· Disaster response
· Education and foster care
· Special community impact projects

Discussion followed.

Other Business: 

  Nominations for Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary were deferred to the next meeting due to the lack of a quorum.

  A vote to add Fatherhood Engagement to a subcommittee was deferred to the next meeting due to the lack of a quorum.

Adjournment:  

Susan East Nelson moved to adjourn.  Connie Bellone seconded.  Meeting adjourned.
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